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In reaction to the onslaught of  digital technology and social media increasingly 
embedding into daily life, we are seeking authentic and immersive experiences that 
enable connection and intimacy. Sociable and spirited, the engaging nature of  Living 
Coral welcomes and encourages lighthearted activity. Symbolizing our innate need for 
optimism and joyful pursuits, Living Coral embodies our desire for playful expression.

- Leatrice Eiseman, executive director of  the Pantone Color Institute

living coral



second nature

The Second Nature trend is the “plants and biophilic design” trend reaching its true 
pinnacle, the point where “fashionable” has been transcended and the trend becomes 
firmly embedded in the design philosophy of  the culture and has become “second 
nature” to us. Biophilic design and the plants that are part of  the philosophy have 
become standard practices that will carry on throughout the ages as a necessity – as 
fundamental to a design concept as windows or staircases in building design.

- Zack Sterkenberg, Ambius.com

Oceanside glass tile

Mandarin Oriental Hotel, Barcelona Office Design

Prexious Porcelain Tile Plan XL Porcelain Slabs



the bold & the beautiful

Although there will always be a place for neutrals, color creates an instant form of  
communication. Designers across the world have been pushing the boundaries, creating 
new and colorful ways of  visualizing emotions for their clients. This year’s top colors 
range from energizing to moody, and include jewel tones, rich hunter greens, and 
pastels. Blacks and browns stay strong as cool neutrals take a back seat to earthtones. 
Can’t decide? Confetti colors are in for the bolder designers, with all the colors mixed 
into a beautiful melange. 

Chicago interior, Summer Thornton Sublime Glass Mosaic

Dusk Ceramic Tile Spatula Ceramic Tile



old, meet new

“Old Meets New” spaces often balance the ageless features of  the old buildings with 
modern furniture and decor. Cutting-edge technological expressions and rough, worn, 
sturdy aesthetic combined with innovative yet unconventional spaces, create a design 
that moves effortlessly into the future while maintaining its inherent connection to 
the past. This trend features antique and weathered textures, old-world craftsmanship, 
modern design accents, glass and metals, carpet or wall coverings with abstract designs, 
and modern furniture and office equipment. 

- Zack Sterkenberg, Ambius.com

Jane Restaurant, Belgium Belgica Porcelain Tile

Fresco Porcelain Tile Etoile Porcelain Tile



soft scandi

Where Scandinavian cool typically connotes pristine perfect black, white and wood 
backdrops with a smudge of  oh-so-stylish grey and perhaps a few sheepskins, imagine 
this seductive simplicity loaded up with extra-added tactility, imperfection and a pale 
flush of  color. It suddenly gets a lot more interesting, not to mention attainable and 
friendly. By employing hemp for our curtains, cork on our walls, and plywood, wicker 
and jute for our furniture and finishes, it’s all more live-able. It feels real.

- Michelle Ogundehin, Dezeen.com

London Apartment, Piercy & Co. Technicolor Porcelain Tile

Koru Porcelain Mosaic Shades Porcelain Tile



unique walls

Walls are embracing natural textures and patterns, while playing with organic imagery 
and metallic embellishments to create interesting and reflective accents that are both 
naturalistic and modernistic. The designs have no distinct line or clear repetition which 
creates a more natural look and feel that is visually engaging. Details such as tiles in an 
inflated or deconstructed pattern, or texture, create interest. With so many options in 
wallpaper and tile on the market today, having a focal wall as the centerpiece of  a design 
can work in any setting, from outdoor to wet areas to everything in between. 

Second Skin Porcelain Tile Arkshade Wall Tile

Inkiostro Wallpaper Passepartout Porcelain Tile



break the pattern

The days of  plain, single-solid color walls are in the rear-view mirror. Evocative, 
abstract patterns and geometric forms are making their way into the design realm across 
both the commercial and residential arenas. Areas that have traditionally been very 
conservative are undergoing a transformation with the addition of  patterns and warm 
colors mixed with pastel or bold hues. There is also a fair amount of  black and white 
contrasted with shades of  soft grays to really make things pop. From art deco to pop art 
inspired, all patterns are welcome. 

Hive Porcelain Tile Essence Glass Mosaic

Passepartout Porcelain TileShades Porcelain Tile



mega marbles

Marble looks have become so popular that they have become a commodity. As 
manufacturers refine their digital printing technology, the market has become flooded 
with realistic calacatta looks at all price levels, and today anyone can have an inexpensive 
marble look in their home. The premium tile companies have responded by doing what 
they do best: they have created a new trend. Enter the elite marble looks of  2019: they 
are bold, they are luxurious, and they command attention. With graphics that are more 
sophisticated than ever before, sizes up to 5’x10’, and unique and rare stones being 
exquisitely replicated, there’s no time like the present to create a mega marble statement. 

Etoile Porcelain Tile

Prexious Porcelain TileEtoile Porcelain Tile

Bianco Porcelain Tile



dark & stormy

It seems as if  there is a big debate afoot about whether blue is the new black, black is 
the new gray, or charcoal is the new neutral... whichever you side with, moody, dark hues 
are unquestionably in vogue. They evoke sophistication, understated elegance, and a 
sense of  enveloping insulation in private quarters. If  you’re new to dark shades you can 
stick to using them in sunny spaces, or you can embrace the drama they bring and create 
a shadowy oasis. The key to this trend is texture: matte finishes, rich fabrics, pops of  
metal or glass and dark woods pair nicely with these hues. 

Westport Ceramic Tile Bathroom, luxxu.net

Spatula Ceramic Tile Shades Porcelain Tile



plus size

Lately, every notable manufacturer is producing BIG tile. Installation fears aside, this 
technology is here to stay, so expect to see this trend hit the mainstream in 2019. When 
specifying “gauged porcelain panels” or slabs, it’s important to work with a reputable 
supplier and a qualified installer. With thicknesses ranging from 3mm to 20mm, there 
is a panel to suit every application. New to the market is made in the USA panel 
production, which is sure to make the industry sit up and take notice, unleashing a flood 
of  competing products. If  you’re not ready to specify slabs, maybe it’s time to talk to 
your tile doctor about what ails you. 

Seamless Porcelain Panels Seamless Porcelain Panels

Seamless Porcelain PanelsSeamless Porcelain Panels
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